Introduced by Council Member Morgan and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni and Carter:



RESOLUTION 2018-599
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND SIGNIFicANT ACHIEVEMENTS OF JOHNNY HOLDEN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the residents of Arlington were recently saddened to learn of the passing of one of its most active citizens, Johnny Holden, who lived in the Emerald Bay Subdivision that is located between Cypress Park Golf Club and Charter Point; though born in 1915 in Bellville, Florida, a rural farm community in Hamilton County, Mr. Holden had lived in Jacksonville for 97 years; and
WHEREAS,
Johnny Holden attended elementary schools in Miami and Jacksonville; he attended Walker’s Vocational & Commercial College from 1940 to 1941 and received his high school diploma in 1942 from Edward Waters College High School; he subsequently earned an AA degree from Edward Waters College in 1959 and was awarded a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education in 1962; and

WHEREAS,
Mr. Holden was employed by the Housing Authority of Jacksonville, then  known as the City’s Department of Housing and Urban Development, from 1942 to 1982, as an Investigator, Maintenance Supervisor at the Blodgett Homes Housing Project and ultimately as Purchasing Agent for all City public housing; as a licensed security officer from 1997 to 2005, Mr. Holden served at the Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts, the Prime Osborne Convention Center and Veterans Memorial Coliseum; in addition, he was assigned duties at NFL Super Bowls 34 in Atlanta, 35 in Tampa, and 39 in Jacksonville; and
WHEREAS, at the age of four, Mr. Holden’s left arm was severed above the elbow when he was riding a mule-driven cotton stalk cutter; he never considered himself disabled; he liked to say that “I can do anything anybody else might do;” he never applied for disability benefits; throughout his life, Mr. Holden was a proud man; when asked what was his proudest accomplishment, he would proudly say becoming a registered voter at the age of 21; and

WHEREAS,
Johnny Holden was an exemplary citizen who fervently believed in giving back; Mayor John Delaney appointed him as a member of the Greater Arlington/Beaches Planning Advisory Committee; he served on the Emerald Bay Homeowners Association; was a member of Council Members’ John R. Crescimbeni and Lake Ray District 1 Parks & Recreation Committee; he was a member of the Sheriff’s Advisory  Council and was instrumental in the City’s acquisition and development of Reddie Point Preserve and Blue Cypress Park and Golf Course; and
WHEREAS, others recognized Johnny Holden’s love for Jacksonville and his zeal and dedicated efforts  in bettering his neighborhood and the City; he was recognized by Mayors Hans Tanzler and John Delaney; he received honors from City Council President Warren Jones, the president of Edward Waters College, Dr. Jimmy Jenkins; there were numerous other awards, as well; Johnny Holden had an accomplished life; his community was enriched by his leadership and accomplishments; Johnny Holden will be sorely missed by the Arlington community and by the countless people who knew and admired him; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby mourn the passing and celebrates the life and significant achievements of Johnny Holden and expresses its condolences to his family at this time of bereavement.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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